
From an EGG to a CHICK!    Lesson plan for 6th grade  
A rabbit and fish as a classroom pet has been great for my students. I change it up for about 2 
months by having my student’s experience the birth of baby chicks and their up keep!  
 
Objective: 
* Students research and list facts about hatching chicken eggs and caring for them after they 
hatch. 
* Students will write a persuasive piece on hatching chicks in the classroom using the research 
information and prior experience. 
 
Procedure: 
The students will research what is needed to incubate chicken eggs from equipment to 
temperature. Once they hatch what is needed for them to grow into healthy hens/roosters. 
Once this research is done we will discuss their findings. 
 
The writing assignment will then be to persuade me to hatch eggs in the classroom with either 
a letter, survey, or speech. This is something that they experienced the year before as fifth 
graders but now they will have more responsibilities in their upbringing. Please see 
the attached two student's writing assignments. 
 
Once the writing assignment is complete, they will help me set up the incubator, egg 
turner, and why this piece of equipment is so helpful and needed, water and why it is so 
essential along with the digital thermometer. Eggs that I obtain not only vary  in size but color. 
The color of the eggs from white to peach to green really gets the conversations going as well. 
We then discuss which end of the egg goes down in the turner so the embryo develops 
properly.  
 
The countdown begins. This period of time they will help with watching the temperature and 
water levels. Also during this time we discuss what is needed for the chicks to survive and 
flourish. Where will they stay? Do they need heat and how is this provided for them? What they 
will need to eat and drink? The students help prepare their new home for the new chicks in our 
classroom. 
 
The level of excitement and anticipation in our classroom is so hard to put into words but 
believe me when I say that the students (present/past/future) just love it. We invite the 
parents, the other grades to come and visit from the initial setting up of the incubator to the 
hatching. They look forward to this. What a learning exercise this project is for all involved!  See 
attached photos of this year's event. 
 
Six attachments: First two are the persuasive writing assignments. The first photo is the class 
running to watch a chick hatch from its egg. Next one is of the chick that just hatched. Third one 
is their new home while living in our classroom. The last photo is what they look like today. 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 


